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nature of the internal political organisation of
the constituent bodies. On the other hand, it
may be that while in British India quick and
decisive action may be impossible in a crisis
owing to party or parliamentary conventions,
in states governed under other forms of govern-
ment such a difficulty may not arise. To that
extent the diversity of forms may be a source
of strength to the body politic rather than of
weakness.
The basic objections to leaving the states
under their own forms of government would
appear to be:
First, that the evils inherent in personal
government are not eradicated.
Secondly, good government, including the
maintenance of fundamental rights, would not
be ensured.
These defects could be remedied only by
the spread of education and the development
of an irresistible public opinion. Against gross
oppression, power of intervention could be
reserved to the Central Government. A strong
public opinion postulates the existence of
freedom of association, freedom of speech, the
right of criticism in the Press, etc. These,
however, are matters of internal government